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The aim of the Summer School is to address war and peace issues in today’s world. The School 
will offer tools to understand the current spread of military conflicts, in the context of the 
instability of the world political and economic system, and to explore peace perspectives, the 
means for conflict prevention, resolution and peace building. The School will have an 
interdisciplinary approach combining perspectives from International Relations, Political studies, 
Political economy, Social movement studies, Peace research. Organised over five days, each 
day will address a specific theme, with lectures by senior scholars and presentations by experts 
on case studies.  
The Summer School fills a gap in the landscape of university courses and research programmes 
based on disciplinary boundaries. The Summer School is designed for researchers, PhD and 
Master students, for people operating in areas of conflict with international organisations or civil 
society groups, for activists and policy makers. Participation is open in particular to PhD and 
MSc students of Scuola Normale Superiore and to PhD students of Italy’s National PhD 
programme in Peace Studies. 
Participants are asked to read course material in advance, participate actively in discussions 
and laboratories during the School, and write a short essay on a topic to be agreed with the 
instructors. They will obtain a certificate of attendance. For PhD students, the School could be 
recognised as a part of the requirements for their PhD programme. PhD students may have the 
opportunity to present and discuss their reasearch project with lecturers and participants. The 
Summer School will be offered every year with modifications in the focus, themes and lecturers.  
The Summer School is organised at the Scuola Normale Superiore, in the centre of Florence, 
in Palazzo Strozzi, Piazza Strozzi. There is no registration fee, participants are asked to cover 
their own travel and accomodation costs. Applicants will have to fill a registration form online 
and send a CV. A maximum of 50 participants will be admitted. 
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Programme 
 

Monday 29 September 
 
10-11 Welcome and presentation of the School and of the participants 
Mario Pianta, Scuola Normale Superiore 
Alessandro Saggioro, Sapienza University of Rome, Coordinator of the National PhD in Peace 
Studies (online) 
 
The world system 
 
11-13 
The world system: capitalism, hegemony, conflicts 
Mario Pianta, Scuola Normale Superiore 
 
14-16 
The war system: (dis)armament and international relations 
Francesco Strazzari, Scuola Superiore Sant’Anna 
 
16.30-18.30 
Chair 
Francesco Strazzari, Scuola Superiore Sant’Anna  
 
The Russia-Ukraine war and the European order  
László Andor, former EU Commissioner, FEPS Brussels  
Volodymyr Ishchenko, Freie Universität in Berlin  
 
Discussants 
Maria Chiara Franceschelli, Scuola Normale Superiore 
Andrey Maliuk, Università di Trieste 
Daniela Musina, Scuola Normale Superiore 
 
 

Tuesday 30 September 
Politics, war and peace  
 
Chair 
Lorenzo Bosi, Scuola Normale Superiore  
 
10-12 
Patterns of conflict 
Siri Aas Rustad, Peace Research Institute Oslo (PRIO)  
 
13-15 
Intervention and the use of force in world politics: continuity and change  
Mats Berdal, Kings College London  
 
15.30-18.30 
 
Chair 
Donatella della Porta, Scuola Normale Superiore    
 



 

 

 

Israel's genocide in Palestine: the global architecture of injustice 
Francesca Albanese, UN Special Rapporteur on the Occupied Palestinian Territory (online) 
 
Israel and Palestine: history, context and dynamics  
Paola Caridi, scholar and author  
Anna Foa, Sapienza Università di Roma 
 
Discussants 
Lorenzo Bosi, Scuola Normale Superiore 
Arees Bishara, Scuola Normale Superiore 
Hadeel Karkar, Scuola Normale Superiore 
 
 

Wednesday 1 October 
 

International law and environmental conflicts 
 
Chair 
Luigi Pellizzoni, Scuola Normale Superiore  
 
10-11.45 
Law and ethics of war 
Matthew Evangelista, Cornell University  
 
12-14 
The environment and conflicts in Africa 
Luca Raineri, Scuola Superiore Sant’Anna  
 
Discussants 
Laura Berlingozzi, Scuola Superiore Sant’Anna 
Giuliano Garavini, Università Roma Tre 
Luigi Pellizzoni, Scuola Normale Superiore 
 
 
15.30-16.15  
Tutoring session: Researching war and peace issues: an introduction 
Speakers and tutors discuss key approaches and methodologies for war and peace research 
 
 
16.30-18.30  
Presentations by participants 
Parallel group sessions with short presentations of participants’ research projects and feedback 
discussion with speakers and tutors 
 
Group A. IR, Peacebuilding, Conflict Resolution and Mediation, Warfare, Armed Groups and 
Violence  
Group B. International Law, Human Rights, Gender, Non-violence, Social Movements and Civil 
Society 
Group C. Political Economy, Artificial Intelligence and Technologies, Infrastructures and 
Geographies of Militarism, Environment 
 
Tutor: Daniela Musina, Scuola Normale Superiore 



 

 

 

 
 

 
Thursday 2 October 

 
The political economy of war 
 
Chair 
Mario Pianta, Scuola Normale Superiore 
 
10-11.45 
The military economy: arms expenditures, industry, exports 
Raul Caruso, Università Cattolica del Sacro Cuore 
 
12-13.30 
The military programmes in Europe and Italy 
Futura D’Aprile, Scuola Normale Superiore 
Francesco Vignarca, Rete Italiana Pace e Disarmo 
 
Chair 
Hans-Jörg Trenz, Scuola Normale Superiore  
 
14.30-16 
Digital tecnologies, Artificial Intelligence and the military 
Dario Guarascio, Sapienza Università di Roma 
 
16.30-18.30 
Artificial Intelligence and the erosion of human control on warfare 
Guglielmo Tamburrini, Università di Napoli Federico II 
 
Discussants 
Marco Stamegna, Scuola Normale Superiore 
Paolo Maranzano, Università di Milano Bicocca 
 
 

Friday 3 October 
Peace-making 
 
Chair 
Enza Pellecchia, Runipace, Università di Pisa  
 
9.30-11.30 
Peace and solidarity mobilisations for Palestine 
Donatella della Porta, Scuola Normale Superiore 
 
11.45-13.15 
Conflict resolution and peace-making from below  
Mauro Garofalo, Comunità di Sant’Egidio, Roma 
 
Discussants 
Ghadir M.a. Abumiddain, Scuola Normale Superiore 
Federica Frazzetta, Scuola Normale Superiore 



 

 

 

Federica Stagni, Scuola Normale Superiore 
 
 
 
Sessione in italiano 
I movimenti per la pace 
 
Chair 
Guglielmo Meardi, Scuola Normale Superiore  
 
14-16 
I movimenti per la pace in Europa  
Luciana Castellina, già Parlamentare europea 
Donatella della Porta, Scuola Normale Superiore 
 
16.15-18.30 
Il pacifismo in Italia 
Raffaella Bolini, Arci/Pace in movimento 
Giulio Marcon, Campagna Sbilanciamoci! 
 
Interventi 
Gianni Alioti, WeaponsWatch 
Martin Köhler, Campagna Sbilanciamoci! 
Flavio Lotti, Tavola della Pace 
 
 
 
 
Convenor: Mario Pianta, Scuola Normale Superiore  
 
Contacts: schoolwarpeace@sns.it 
 
Website: https://indico.sns.it/event/125/  
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